[image: A green and white logo

Description automatically generated]

Weekly PPG Update 24.7.26


1. Public consultation - proposed reforms to fireworks regulations

Today, the UK Government has launched a public consultation to seek views on proposed reforms to fireworks regulations, including a reduction in the maximum noise level of consumer fireworks. 

Public consultations are open to anyone. Charities, businesses, local groups and individuals can all respond. The consultation will run for 12 weeks, closing on 8 October. 

Information regarding the consultation: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/fireworks-and-pyrotechnics-in-the-uk/fireworks-and-pyrotechnics-in-the-uk?utm_source=Redwings+eNewsletter&utm_campaign=dd2c95f31d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_05_12_06_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7ba3a14a17-dd2c95f31d-469321951 

To respond to the consultation: https://ditresearch.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eg0jcixPsRnv1NY

1. NHS App update and webinar

Join the National NHS App webinar, use the new promotional toolkit to let people know what the NHS App can do for them, and find out about the repeat medicines requesting pilot in your July update.
The next NHS App national webinar is on Wednesday 29 July, 11:30am-12:30pm, where the NHS App team will share updates on:
1. the NHS App roadmap
1. prescriptions and medicines in the App
1. a pilot for a feature that gives patients the ability to update their address in the App
1. GP online registration adoption

Sign up here by 11:55pm on Tuesday 28th July to attend

1. Young people urged to book lifesaving meningitis jab
Hundreds of thousands of students heading to university this autumn are being urged by the NHS to book a potentially lifesaving MenB vaccine before term starts, with appointments available from 20 July.
Patients can see their vaccine history in the NHS App under ‘Appointments’ in their ‘Appointment notes and other updates’. Some patients can also see this in ‘Vaccinations’ under ‘Your Vaccinations’ depending on their GP surgery.
Read the full press release.

1. Dorset Police – increase in rogue trader activity across Dorset

We have seen an increase in reports of rogue traders operating across Dorset. These criminals often target homeowners, particularly older and vulnerable residents, and use high-pressure sales tactics to persuade people to agree to unnecessary or poor-quality work.
Common Rogue Trader Tactics
Be wary of anyone who cold calls at your door offering home repairs or maintenance. Legitimate traders do not usually obtain work by knocking on doors uninvited.
Common tactics include:
  Claiming they have noticed damage to your roof, guttering, driveway, or property.
  Showing you photographs of supposed damage which may be fake or unrelated to your home.
  Saying they have been working locally and have "materials left over", allowing them to do the work at a discounted price.
  Pressuring you to make an immediate decision.
  Asking for cash payments or large upfront deposits.
  Offering to drive you to your bank to withdraw money.

How to Protect Yourself
✅ Never agree to work from a cold caller.
✅ Always obtain at least three quotes before committing to any work.
✅ Use tradespeople recommended by friends, family, or recognised approved trader schemes.
✅ Ask for a written quotation before any work begins.
✅ Never pay cash if it can be avoided.
✅ Never agree to make an immediate payment or sign a contract on the spot.
✅ Speak to a trusted friend or family member before making any decisions.
✅ Do not rely solely on an ID card shown to you. Verify the trader independently by contacting their company using a telephone number from their official website or other trusted source.
✅ Remember that a genuine business will not pressure you into making an immediate financial decision.
Have You Been a Victim?
If you have made a payment to a rogue trader:
  Contact your bank immediately on 159. They may be able to help prevent further losses.
  Check your bank statements regularly for any unusual transactions.
  Report the incident to the relevant authorities.

            Beware of Recovery Scams
Fraudsters sometimes contact previous victims claiming they can help recover lost money for a fee. This is a second scam.
❌ Never pay anyone who claims they can recover your money.
❌ Hang up on unexpected callers making such claims.
Please Share This Message
Look out for friends, family members, and neighbours, especially those who may be vulnerable. Sharing this advice could help prevent someone from becoming a victim.
Remember: Stop! Think Fraud. Don't let them in and don't agree to any work on the doorstep.


1. Your voice matters: your experience of being on an NHS waiting list

The Patients Association is interested in learning more about patient experiences of being on waiting lists and waiting list validation. Validation is the process of checking and updating hospital waiting lists to ensure records are accurate. Whether you're currently waiting, have recently come off a list, or have been contacted about your position on the waiting list, they want to understand what matters most to you throughout your experience. They'll use this feedback to represent the patient voice on this topic, through their policy, campaigning and media work.

            To share your thoughts, please use the following link: Your voice matters: your experience of being on an NHS waiting list Survey


1. Free activity sessions with Access Dorset (attachment)

Our colleagues at Access Dorset are pleased to share an opportunity that may benefit adults of mixed abilities or people experiencing loneliness and isolation. Access Dorset is offering free trial sessions across a range of inclusive activities designed to build confidence, connection, and enjoyment in a welcoming environment. 

If you know individuals, families, carers, or organisations who might be interested, please pass this offer on. Your support in circulating it helps to reach people who may not otherwise hear about accessible opportunities like these.

For any questions or to book a place, please contact enquiries@accessdorset.org.uk
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